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REPORT 


OFFICE OF THE STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION, 
70 SENTINEL BUILDING, 
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN. 
To THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WISCONSIN: 

Pursuant to Statutory Direction, the State Athletic Commission 
begs to submit herewith its report for the period commencing Decem- 
ber first 1916, and ending November thirtieth, 1918: 

Since our last report was submitted to your honorable body the term 
of Doctor C. W. Morter has expired, but he was reappointed to the 
Commission by Gov. Emanuel L. Philipp. Walter H. Liginger has 
continued to act as chairman, and Manning R. Vaughan of Milwaukee 
has been retained as Secretary during the period covered by this re- 
port. 


Five years of boxing as legalized by the State Legislature of 1913 
has proved that the sport, when surrounded by proper restrictions and 
strictly regulated, can be elevated to a plane occupied by baseball, 
football and other high class forms of athletics so dear to the American 
public. Opposition to boxing has practically disappeared in this state, 
and since our last report many other states and cities have followed 
the lead of Wisconsin and legalized boxing under Commission super- 
vision. Many other states now have bills pending before their respec- 
tive legislatures, providing for the legalization of the sport, and in 
practically every instance the pending measures have been modeled 
after the statute creating this commission. 

The commission has endeavored at all times to surround boxing with 
an atmosphere of clean sportsmanship. It has adopted strict rules 
alike for the promoter and the boxer, but we are pleased to state that 
they have endeavored to cooperate with us in every way and the few 
violations of the law and regulations which have come to our attention 
have been of a minor nature. Though the receipts of boxing shows 
held during the period of this report are less than those of the period 
covered by our two previous reports, this has not been due to any 
decrease in the public’s interest in the sport, but to the war. Thou- 
sands of followers of boxing were the first to answer the country’s call 
upon the declaration of war, while scores of the leading boxers of the 
country and state either went into service or gave their time and 
efforts to some patriotic cause. Many of the more prominent boxers 
acted as instructors at the various Army and Navy cantonments 
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throughout the country where their efforts were of inestimable value 
in conditioning men for service in the field. Immediately after the 
declaration of war boxing was made part of the daily routine in every 
camp in the country, and it was largely through the instruction given 
by these boxers that our soldiers and sailors attained physical perfec- 
tion in such a short period of time. 

The physical benefits obtained were little short of remarkable, and 
army officers, high and low, are loud in their praises of the sport both 
as a means of exercise and of clean, sportsmanlike entertainment. 
Weekly boxing tournaments are now a part of the athletic program 
of all army camps both among the men still in service in this country 
and among those in active service abroad. At the Great Lakes Naval 
station for instance thousands of sailors and civilians attend the weekly 
sparring exhibitions, which are so far removed from the brutality of 
the old time prize rings that scores of officers’ wives attend these con- 
tests regularly. In this connection the commission prides itself on 
the fact that the rules regulating the game there are practically the 
same as those of this commission; in fact the rules surrounding the 
game in this state are more strictly enforced than at the station. 

Naturally the commission at all times urged boxers to enlist in the 
service or otherwise devote their time to government and patriotic 
work. As a result high class boxing attractions were so scarce that 
the usual program of shows was curtailed to a great extent, and the 
clubs suffered financially as a result. 

Since the creation of the commission seventy-seven clubs have been 
licensed by the commission, fifteen of which have been licensed since 
our last report was submitted. 

The sum of $37,989.32 has been paid into the state’s general fund in 
fees and taxes obtained from clubs operating under the boxing law 
since the commission was created. In this period of time the operat- 
ing expenses have amounted to $21,587.71 so the state has profited to 
the extent of $16,401.71 from the boxing law in that period of time. 

We submit herewith the report of an audit of the receipts and dis- 
bursements of the commission prepared by the State Board of Public 
Affairs. 

Respectfully submitted, ; 
Watter H. Licineer, Chairman. 
Dr. C. W. Morter, 
Wiii1AM P. Hart, 


Commissioners. 
MANNING VAUGHAN, 


Secretary. 


LICENSES GRANTED 


(Since last report, Dec. 1, 1916) 


License granted Club 
Déecw 11, 191650... F. T. Beers Athletic Club, Washburn. 
Heel 191G6.). 000. Milwaukee Athletic Club, Milwaukee. 
Sale os, Lot. oe Twin Ports Athletic Club, Superior. 
AIS SEARS ge eae Marshfield Athletic Asso., Marshfield. 
Hepa se, LOT... «ot South Side Athletic Club, Milwaukee. 
Men 12) 1917.72... Kenosha Athletic Asso., Kenosha. 
eee te LOLT ee. Hudson Boxing Club, Hudson. 
sept. 44. 19177. Auditorium Athletic Club, Racine. 
Deca Orato Vi eti eats Cream City Athletic Club, Milwaukee. 
Feb; > 7,°1918. 2... .. South Side Boxing Club, Milwaukee. 
Beban il, 1918... «0 Twin Ports A. C., Superior. 
ee OPEL 1 (ton... ba Milwaukee Athletic Club, Milwaukee. 
Jan? 29,:1918....... Milwaukee Athletic Club, Milwaukee. 
J, Nias encesaplest Red MUIR aeeeas 9 Elks Club, Milwaukee. 
DiWepele Leora 91 8 coos ae ecu Knights of Columbus, Milwaukee. 


Madison, Wis., December 21, 1918. 
Mr. WALTER LIGINGER, Chairman, 
State Athletic Commission, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
Dear Sir:— 

In accordance with your request we have made an audit of the books 
and records of the State Athletic Commission for the two years ending 
November 30, 1918, and submit herewith the following statements and 
comments: 

Statement of Receipts, 

Statement of Disbursements, 

Statement of Reconciliation with Secretary of State, 

Summary Statement of Receipts and Disbursements, since organiza- 
tion of Commission. 


CERTIFICATE OF AUDIT 


Madison, Wis., Dec. 21, 1918. 

We have audited the books and records of the Wisconsin Athletic 
Commission for the two years ended November 30, 1918. All moneys 
collected were deposited in the State Treasury and all disbursements 
were made on proper voucher and audited by the Secretary of State as 
required by law. The books and records were maintained in a careful 
manner. 

We hereby certify that the attached statements of Receipts and 
Disbursements amounting to $8,621.02 and $9,100.18 respectively, are 
true and correct. 

WISCONSIN STATE BoArRD OF PuBLIC AFFAIRS, 
B. A. KIEKHOFER, 
Secretary. 
EDWARD E. REICHERT, 
Auditor in Charge. 
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Statement of Receipts 


Dec. 1, 1916 


to 
Dee. 1, 1917 
Club: Licenses = 5.4 esausetee ons s Terence: ME ale $550.00 
Club Tax? (5.96 a: Bia a aonen ctetere) e eicteee eae See ree ee 4,772.78 
Referees (Licenses ke cceetcccer fiadee ee Sie Heli a ee constern 70.00 
MisCelan Cos sieeyaicaere ee era eaten eee fa Ee ee nae ee 
$5,392.78 


Dec. 1, 1917 
to 

Dee. 1, 1918 

$650.00 

2,557.24 

20.00 

1.00 


ad 


$3,228.24 


—_— 


Detailed Statement of Fees Collected From Clubs on Exhibition 


Dec. 1, 1916 


to 

Dee. 1, 1917 

Auditorium As Gr eRacine@ sa... 2 eure enter ners $1,228.41 
Cream-City., AviG. eMilwaukee’., Sse ccna eienee oie 2,575.55 
Haury Claire JAz CMa Un Clainet., 2) cm ee cemusuer oie eters 28.76 
Hudson =Boxine. Club, Hudson: ce tc cteeinnssc st te 46.70 
Kenosha Athletic Association, Kenosha.......... 62.30 
Marshfield As: Cr eMarshiield=n. sob. ueiienen eis stencils 33.06 
Milwaukee A. C., (amateur) Milwaukee........ 40.70 
New So. Wisconsin’ A.C. Janesyilleve.. .-: eet 131.65 
South=sSide Ass Cp Milwaukee. <¢-crecscitiehel ciate sieletcre 354.65 
TwinseortseAw Cla SUperiO@n.:. <.<iccneaneiere er ease 226.05 
Hl. Beers: Ate Co. » Wiad ShDUnn cc craeneentiets. cocina ete 49.95 
$4,772.78 





Statement of Disbursements 


Dec. 1, 1916 


to 
Dee. 1, 1917 
Salaries and Wages 


Commissioners—per diem.............ee00% $1,545.00* 
BECVELATY etic s.r teeee te habe aha o cde (eee io See enero: ~» 1,275.00 
Stenoprapher y.titer. ask eee cen. ee eee 85.00 
Inspectors AM6es paw eo ae ce ae 428.50 
Traveling Hxpenses 
Commissioners 
WW. eee eden germane. PRE c SSO Pee SO 208.30 
With Sart Ses see oe aes a 2 a TOR as 873 .90 
Cagawee Morter=. ee ee 5 RRA ee ‘es 22.74 
SScretany Meccnie a ckeveale wrchacs’s. cGtolehelot sata eke ora aaa 37.40 
Inspectors site. eek ote a0 Ae aia tena te rokotene 216.43 
Postage, Stationery & Office supplies........... 69.52 
Telephone ‘and ‘Felegraph-: ia. .'\Gamees a5.0e «ev oat 152.59 
INGWE BOOT VICE, ton sc ivqecene etacary «0 cE ot cee are ents 50.00 
Rent, Light and Heat........... Hatt eh or tA 860.00 
Printingsand: Bindinet7.20.. «ia eee. Shanes svete 59.95 
Miscellaneous Expense .........0. ee ee Shake 44.53 
Hurniture anderigivives 4 2 c) ene on a ee 89.45 
$5,018.31 


— —_—_—_—_- — 
—— — 








Dee. 1, 1917 
to 
Dee. 1, 1918 


eeecevee 


$2,557.24 





Dec. 1, 1917 
to 
Dee. 1, 1918 


$1,305.00 
1,200.00 


$4,081.87 


——. 
——. 





*The per diem expenses of the commissioners for State's fiscal year 


1916-1917 were less than $1,500, the maximum allowed by law. 


Say Be: 


Summary of Receipts and Disbursements From Organization of Commis- 
= sion August 25, 1913 to December 1, 1918 





Receipts 
PANIC ME OPEL I LO—INOVE COON LOLA ce ce ais cc ereeuw eo elern ciety $15,690.67 
Mec iomhOLI—N OV, SOL 1L9T5 cet. ceases ee cler sions 8,502.40 
Dec. 1, 1915—Nov. 30, 1916...... a letle #3, 5.0 Seema 5,175.23 
DMeceee lel O16—NOV« GO w1OLT. oo ccc ees sles o Shetemenaes 5,392.78 
PCC OL NOV. 2005 LOLS. bene cc's 3.650 ees ae 8,228.24 
SOA er ECC CCID US meetacs tis. aro sale win os 3) 8s, «5° MEMO oe cle or atiatatte $37,989.32 
Disbursements 
Aug. 25, 1913—Nov. 30, 1914 eee eet es eer ee ee ee eoeeeve $3,618.21 
Dec, 1, 1914—Nov. 30, 1915..... Vic sec cre. ere clever atetle 3,800.17 
ecm), 1915—Nov. 60, L916. oo ce ee Me ee bic arene 5,069.05 
Dec. 1, 1916—Nov. 30, 1917 SLO; 9he- 6 Ce 8 (0 0 6.6 @ © ie share @ 6,018.31 
Dec. al. 1917—Nov. 30, 1918. ee aoeove00 x 4,081.87 
Lota eS DISDUTSCHICNULSi en ite cc '<)e «sielsie ecetehelel oie BODOTE OD OL $21,587.61 
Excess of Receipts over Disbursements. .......0+ss2ee2+000.8 $16,401.71 
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